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hinders United States foreign policy. The President has stated publicly he desires to "close the place down." However, the fact remains the United States and other western nations are in for a "long war" against terrorists and terrorist organizations. With that, in spite of the political debate as to its actual location, the US government must have a detention facility that provides a safe, secure, and humane environment to hold detainees captured outside of US borders and one that facilitates strategic intelligence collection until such time a decision is made to outright release those captured; release them to their country of origin or release them to a third party country. Additionally, the 
STRATEGIC DETENTION AND INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS:
GTMO IS THE ANSWER Guantanamo Bay [GTMO] is a clean, safe and humane place for enemy combatants, and the Military Commissions Act provides a fair process to adjudicate the guilt or innocence of those alleged to have committed crimes. Even the most vocal critics say they do not want to set terrorists free, but they scorn Guantanamo Bay and military commissions and demand alternatives. The facts show the current alternative is worth keeping.
-Air Force Colonel Morris D. Davis Chief Prosecutor, DoD Office of Military Commissions
Since the initial arrival of detainees from the battlefields of Afghanistan in early January of 2002, the Joint Detention Facility located at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba (GTMO) has energized a significant amount of political debate, in and outside the United States government, and around the world, as to whether or not the facility inherently hinders United States foreign policy. The President has stated publicly he desires to "close the place down". However, the fact remains the United States and other western nations are in for a "long war" against terrorists and terrorist organizations who have clearly defined goals and ambitions of attacking again. In spite of the political debate, relative to its actual location, the US government must have a detention facility that provides a safe, secure, and humane environment to hold detainees captured during the on-going war on terror and one that facilitates strategic intelligence collection until such time a decision is made to outright release those captured; release them to their country of origin or release them to a third party country. Additionally, the US needs a confinement facility to provide for long term confinement if detainees are actually found guilty before a Military Commission as outlined in the Military Commission Act of 2006. GTMO was the correct choice in 2002 and remains the logical and best place to conduct these tasks today and in the future.
Why is GTMO the logical choice? The purpose of this paper is to postulate an answer to this question. In doing so, this paper will explore the reason why the US decided upon GTMO as the location for the Joint Detention Facility; further explain the current and future operational environments and argue for the continued need for a strategic detention and intelligence facility. Additionally, it will outline why the current standards of care and custody clearly facilitate the continued operation of GTMO in spite of the proposals of some in the US Congress, like Representative John Murtha, (D-Pa), Chairman of the House Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, who proposed to cut funding for the GTMO operation thereby "forcing its closure in six months" 2 and why keeping it operating is a better alternative than building completely new facilities at a place like Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, home of the United States Disciplinary Barracks.
Background
The decision to move detainees from the Afghanistan area of operation (AOR) to 16 Geneva requires adequate medical care…detainees at GTMO "receive free medical, psychological, and dental care from a professional dedicated staff…equal to the care provided to the U.S. troops stationed on GTMO. 17 Geneva requires "a healthy variety of food as well as water…detainees are provided three specially prepared halal meals per day, consisting of 4500-5000 calories a day and ample water and Gatorade." 18 Geneva requires "adequate premises and the necessary equipment for recreation…detainees are permitted recreation of a minimum of two hours a day and in many cases, certain detainees are provided the opportunity to recreate up to twelve hours a day. 19 Finally, Geneva requires the "entitlement to counsel for purposes of defense in judicial proceedings…detainees are provided defense counsel for Military Commissions and are allowed to be represented by Habeas
Counsel in civil proceedings. 20 It is important to note that it has been a little over six years since the first detainees arrived on GTMO and many legal questions still remain beyond the Geneva there." 22 The courts ruling stated that "upon initial arrival of a detainee to Guantanamo Bay, individuals would be given an opportunity to be heard by a military tribunal." 23 not to be used as part of an interrogation approach, nor [used] to harass, intimidate, threaten, or coerce a detainee for interrogation purposes." 43 DoD policy also clearly stipulates that "detainees determined by medical personnel to be medically unfit to undergo interrogation will not be interrogated" 44 nor can their medical condition be provided to or used by an interrogator for the purposes of assisting during an interrogation. 45 To further ensure the that interrogations are performed legally, once a detainee is escorted to the interrogation location, the "military police remain at the interrogation site to maintain security, account for detainees, maintain the detainees' safety and maintain the safety of personnel at the site". Medical care received by the detainees is some of the best in DoD in not the US.
"Detainees are treated at a dedicated medical facility with state-of-the-art equipment and an expert medical staff of more than 100 personnel. The facility is equipped with 20 in-patient beds, a physical therapy area, a pharmacy, a radiology department, a central sterilization area, and a single-bed operating room." 68 Detainees also have access to "a separate facility for [their] mental health care and their dental care." 69 Today there are approximately 275 detainees being held at GTMO and they are being medically cared for by over 100 of the best dedicated, medical care professional in DoD. This patient to provider ratio is found no where else in DoD let alone in the US health care system.
Finally detainees are fed a "Halal" diet that is culturally correct and meets all dietary requirements to include the preparation of over 80 individually prepared special diet meals usually directed by medical personnel. Detainees are given a menu two weeks in advance so they can select from four different meal choices (vegetarian, bland diet, regular menu or high fiber); each main meal menu choice usually includes noodles, fish, meat, a vegetable patty or poultry." 70 As stated earlier, all-in-all, if a detainees selects to eat all three meals a day provided, he will consume 4,500 -5,000 calories a day.
Irrelevant to the continued "law fare" being waged in the US court system, Vice President Richard Cheney has said for the record "he would prefer not to close the prison: if you closed Guantanamo, you would have to find someplace else to put these folks." 71 At this time this simply does not look like it is going to happen. At the end of the day, keeping GTMO open and operating as the Department of Defense's only strategic detention and intelligence facility simply makes sense. The United States will continue to need a facility that possesses the capabilities that GTMO offers as long as we are engaged in a Global War on Terror. Since Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld stated
[GTMO] has "its disadvantages", 72 the Administration, US Congress and DoD leadership have all moved forward; learned from past lessons and have taken the necessary steps to ensure that the detention and intelligence operations at GTMO continue to be the most humane, legal, and transparent, in existence today.
With no foreseeable end to the Global War on Terror, the realities are such that the US will continue the need for a strategic detention and intelligence facility. The existing infrastructure, manpower and operations already in place clearly illustrates that GTMO is the best option for the United States. Task Force -Guantanamo Bay
Commander, Rear Admiral Mark Buzby puts it this way: "There will be a lot of talk and rhetoric, I predict, about Guantanamo and its future, but when it comes down to brass tacks, I think the facility fulfills its purpose very well." 73 Endnotes
